In order to examine in detail the correlation between the GTG and the RBA banding pattern of individual prometaphase chromosomes of cattle, figure 3 (A, B and C) was prepared in which the GTG-banded prometaphase chromosomes from figure lA (b and d) are compared with the sequentially stained RBA-banded chromosomes (a and e) and with the 'direct' RBA banded chromosomes (c). From this figure it is possible to verify the correct correspondence between G and R bands in almost all of the chromosomes, including the X and Y sex chromosomes.
DISCUSSION
The sequential GTG-RBA banding procedure, performed for the first time on chromosome of cattle, is suitable for a specific characterization of individual chromosomes of this species. Previous contributions on the RBA banding pattern in cattle chromosomes (Popescu, 1975; Gustavsson and Hagelthorn, 1976; De Giovanni et al, 1979; 1988; Di Berardino et al, 1979 , 1983 , 1985a , 1985b (Iannuzzi, 1990) 
